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a human form exactly resembling that of the absent Sheik
Adi and had appeared among the Yezidees, who believed
that he was indeed their Sheik who had returned among
them. For three years Melek Taos was the ruler—and
when the real Sheik Adi returned from his pilgrimage,
the Yezidees, believing him to be an impostor, fell upon
him with their swords and slew him; whereat Melek Taos
resumed his own true form, told them that Sheik Adi,
whose sacrifice at their hands completed the founding of
the religion, would be with them on the Day of Judg-
ment, and that he should always be revered as their great-
est saint.
The old priest then told us how Sheik Adi would ap-
pear and save them on that last day.
"The souls of all true Yezidees will be carried into
paradise in a wicker basket on the head of Sheik Adi, and
will submit to no reckoning or trial in the last judgment."
I ventured to ask if it were proper for him to explain
why their Bright Spirit was worshiped in the form of a
peacock, and this is the extraordinary tale he told me:
Jesus was a spirit who came to earth and took the form
of a man, to wage war on Melek and wrest the earth from
his dominion. When Jesus hung on the cross, being
crucified, the magic was such that if he had been able to
carry out his purpose and die in the form of a man, it
would have given him power and dominion. Melek
thwarted this with his greater magic by taking Jesus
from the cross alive, expelling him from earth, and hung
on the cross in his stead a figure without substance which
seemed to the watchers to be Jesus.
When this figure without substance seemed to die and

